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"My Aunt's Backyard in North Carolina" by Grayson B. - Elem. Division / Visual Arts & "Best in Show"
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Get to Know Us at iN Education Inc.

OUR VALUES
Education: Valuing education is the process of being a

life-long learner and gaining understanding through

perceptive insight.

Engagement: Providing experiential learning

opportunities to engage the community.

Motivation: Motivating individuals to continue to do good.

Inspiration: Stimulating individuals to continue learning

every day and inspiring the next generations to come.

Diversity: Connecting with different cultures and

interacting with people who have various backgrounds to

learn new perspectives.

Creativity: The ability to make a change in society that

other people find significant.

Growth: Never settle; look for new opportunities to learn

in the face of adversity.

Passion: Enthusiasm for living your life on your terms

(knowing yourself) to ensure you are determined to do

what is needed to succeed.
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OUR STORY

Empowering Your Journey. Shaping Your Impact.
Building Our Future.

As a young entrepreneur, DeAndreʼs first business venture was iN

Entertainment �1998�, a Seattle-based special events production

company providing event planning services to nonprofit and for-profit

organizations.

After his grandmotherʼs passing in 2005, he returned to Akron, Ohio. He

dissolved iN Entertainment and founded a nonprofit organization called

iN Education. He rediscovered his love for his hometown and saw the

need and opportunity to serve the youth of diverse cultural and

socioeconomic backgrounds to get equipped for life after high school.

In 2012, DeAndre did a bit of soul-searching through travels, adding to

his journey, and connected with his soulmate Sona. After months of

deep conversation, they decided to meet for the first time in Paris and

discovered that their values, journeys, and passions aligned. They enjoy

exploring the world, learning languages, and sharing their experiences

and knowledge. The rest is history.. The rest is history.

Sona joined iN Educationʼs team in 2013. Together with their team, they

launched Zealousness �2014�, an education-minded blog, and an e-

magazine. In 2016, they added the Battle of the Teal on the map, a visual

and performing arts program that allows individuals to “Express, Engage

and Connect” through the arts.
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OUR MISSION

EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION STATEMENT

BATTLE OF THE TEAL

OUR WHY

iN Educationʼs mission is to teach our youth the transferable skills necessary for success

in the workforce, provide the essential guidance and resources to achieve higher

education levels, emphasize the importance of continuing education; and highlight the

connection between education and individual creativity. We achieve this by offering

career-awareness/training programs and art-focused activities and events, along with our

original e-publications on educational topics.

We made it our top mission to offer equal opportunities for education, employment, and

positive art and culture expression to all the diverse communities we passionately serve,

regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, cultural background, religious beliefs,

marital status, age, disability or military status. iN Educationʼs model is “Every Day is

Education Day!” We strive to enrich and empower everyone we serve with our educational

and art programming and services designed to reflect the true beauty of education.

iN Educationʼs Battle of the Teal is a year-round art program that promotes visual and

performing artistsʼ hard work and dedication. This program builds a platform for young K�

12 students and emerging artists to develop their chosen art form and boost confidence. In

addition, they will be able to experience what itʼs like to present their art form in front of a

live or virtual audience during Battle of the Tealʼs showcases!

We provide art-focused activities and art programs for families and art enthusiasts alike

while playing a role in connecting them with art professionals from Northeast Ohio.

We created this platform to serve as an outlet for youth to use their artistic expressions to

engage and connect with the community and their peers. Art is a great way to channel

emotions and improve social-emotional wellness. Plus, creativity is sought after by todayʼs

employers.
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SEASON 10:
SHOWCASE

"Desperation" by John Zilka
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BEST IN
SHOW
Grayson Brookbank

Title: My Aunt's Backyard in North Carolina

Medium: Watercolor on canvas,  24 in x 30

in, 2025

Notes from the artist: I chose this artwork

because my favorite time of the year.
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FOUNDER'S PICK
Samantha Budd
Title: “School Nights” by Chappell Roan

Performance: Solo singer

Notes from the artist: I've been singing since I was a little kid, and I know it's a cliché, but

it really is true. I grew up watching all the Barbie movies and singing along and memorizing

every song. This morphed into my mom putting me into my first musical in 4th grade,

where I made my debut in OH YES The Jungle Book Jr!! I fell in love with singing and

haven't gone back since. It's my way of escaping today's world and imagining myself as a

new character that I get to create in my head. This song is by Chappell Roan, who, now, is

a big artist but started small and continued singing even though life got hard. This song is

from before she became famous. 
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TEAL EDUCATOR
AWARD
Peyton Young

About Peyton: Peyton's bio will be here. Lorem ipsum

dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do

eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna

aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo

consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in

voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
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Aubrey Smith

What Me Do I Need

High Division - Visual Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PIECE
This piece expresses the stress I feel from being busy and homework, contrasting with

how much joy and pleasure I get from doing the things that I love.

Medium: Acrylic paint on canvas, 40 in x 30 in, 2025.
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Alan Rakhmistrovskiy

Haydn’s Piano Sonata No. 49

High Division - Performing Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE

Watch Video

I enjoyed performing Haydnʼs Piano Sonata No. 49! This piece stood out

to me because of its emotional depth and the contrasts between playful

and more reflective moments. I was able to reflect on Haydn's

embedded humor and drama of this piece and showcase its playful,

energetic sections paired with more introspective and tender moments,

creating a wonderful dynamic. Whatʼs so special about learning and

performing this sonata is how Haydn managed to balance structure and

emotional expression. It felt like there was room for me to infuse my own

fun personality into the performance, while still respecting Haydn's

classical style.
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Eunice Chhetri

Missing Piece

Middle Division - Visual Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PIECE
This painting �Missing Pieces) is based on a picture my sister took recently, and it

reminded me of how she moved out because of family issues. Whenever I go into her

room and seethat all of her stuff is gone,  it really hits me hard. It reminds me of how she

completely cut ties with my parents. Things have been difficult because our grandma

passed away, and I just feel as though a lot of me is missing because all of the people I

love are gone.



Gabriela Casco

Cruella

Middle Division - Performing Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE

Watch Video

Why are some of our favorite characters evil? Are they just entertaining

or do we secretly wish we too could act on our own evil thoughts & “let

[our] demons off they leashes?” When our dreams donʼt come true we

experience grief: “denial, anger, bargaining, depression, & acceptance.”

If we continue to blame someone else (Dog, player … Fraud, player …

you ainʼt the man, you ainʼt a man) have we really accepted the

outcome, or maybe we're still plotting, waiting for the perfect chance to

strike. (We canʼt keep that - asleep) Anger is often an acceptable human

reaction, why isnʼt revenge?  �Talking ‘bout Z�Z�Z�Z�Z�Z�Z, R.I.P.)

18

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pg_mjz3KCQgSfyriKkn7FcgwTtIdjyda/view?usp=sharing


Grayson Brookbank

My Aunt's Backyard in North Carolina

Elementary Division - Visual Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PIECE/PERFORMANCE

I chose this artwork because my favorite time of the year.
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Meredith Bell

Ice Skating Performance

Elementary Division - Performing Arts

ABOUT THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE

Watch Video

Meredith is a naturally talented skater. She skates 6 days a week and really shines on the

ice. She loves skating. This sport requires a lot of patience and discipline. You fall a lot and

have to learn to get back up and keep trying until you master that skill you so badly desire.

Meredith perseveres through all the challenges skating puts in her path. She never gives

up and is incredibly fearless. She is learning to set goals and work towards those goals.
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Tigers_Alana 0Walters

HONORABLE MENTIONS
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Autumn_Hazel Meister

Flower zoom_Meredith Bell

heTattooedActivist_Damareon

Winborn

CountrysideTerra

CottaTales_Alan

Rakhmistrovskiy

Snowy Trees_Adriane

Johnson

Derange_Leanna Hunt



Imaginary Friends_Calista

Mills

3D Model of police

station_Michael Rowbotham

Impulsive

thoughts_Samantha Budd

Leaf prints_Aubrey Williams

Guilt_John Zilka

Growth_Kalliopi Makris



Let's Talk About Your
Art
Ready to partake in the story behind your

creative artwork? Here are some tips to

get you started

Brainstorming and Getting Started

Take a look at your creation: Before you

write, look at what you created. What

colors, shapes, and accouterments did you

use? What story are you trying to tell, or

what feeling are you trying to produce?

Freewrite! Snare a piece of paper and write

everything that comes to mind about your

artwork for many twinkles. Do not worry

about making it perfect, just get your ideas

flowing!

Mind Mapping is Cool. If you are a visual

learner, try creating a mind map! This is a

cool way to communicate ideas and

organize your studies by drawing

connections between different aspects of

your artwork.

Let’s Write
About It!
Now that youʼve got some ideas, here are

some questions to help you write your artist

statement.

What is your artwork each about? Is it an

object you saw? A feeling you wanted to

capture? It does not have to be a super-

specific answer, but a commodity that

helps others understand your creation.

Who inspires you to produce art? Do you

have a favorite artist or specific media you

love to draw or paint about?

What did you use to make your art? Did you

use pencils, maquillages, or perhaps other

unusual media? Why did you choose those

accouterments? Did you face any

challenges while creating your piece?

What did you learn? Did you discover any

new ways? Did your idea change as you

worked on it?

How does your artwork make you feel?

Happy, sad, or perhaps something in

between? How do you suppose observers

might feel when they look at it?
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Keeping it Short
and Sweet

Perk Tip!

Focus on many crucial points. Do not try to say everything at once. Pick

the most important effects you want to partake in about your artwork.

Keep it clear and simple: Use words you know and understand. Short

rulings are easier to read and understand.

Be you! This is your chance to express yourself and show your

personality through your words.

Aim for a paragraph or two: You do not need to write a long essay. A

short and sweet explanation is just perfect.

Celebrate your creativity! Be proud of the work you created and the

trouble you put into it.

Once youʼve written your artist statement, try reading it out loud to

yourself. Does it sound good? Does it flow easily? If not, make some

adaptations and read it again!

By following these tips, you can write an artist statement that is both

instructional and lets your cultural voice shine through!
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Advancing Your Vision, Together!
BUSINESS CONSULTING

BUSINESS COACHING

LIFE COACHING

Schedule Your Consultation Now

P� �330� 329�4784 E: denixon@proficientpro.com
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Upcoming Events

2025 TEAL ART FEST
This three-day affair, with the City of North Ridgeville as the backdrop,

begins on July 17th and ends on July 19th.

Together, we can make a lasting impact in our communities and inspire

the next generation of leaders and change-makers.
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July 17, 2025

Opening Reception & TEAL Exhibit 6-8 PM

RSVP via Eventbrite

32121 Lorain Road North Ridgeville, OH 44039

Experience a vibrant celebration of creativity at the LCCC University

Partnership Ridge Campus exhibition space, where a diverse array of

artistic talent comes to life. This unique exhibition showcases

captivating works from K �12 artists, emerging college students, and

seasoned adult practicing artists, highlighting the incredible range of

expression across different age groups and skill levels.

Attendees will also have the chance to participate in the raffle and snack

on light refreshments. Join us in appreciating the artistry that enriches

our community, and don't miss the opportunity to acknowledge the

generous supporters and sponsors who make this event possible.

Open to the public. Please RSVP to help us determine how many light

refreshments are needed.
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/teal-art-fest-opening-reception-exhibit-tickets-1307082120809?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=5e08a7259422fc550414de85649b6ce5321b9f4a363a98d058a2940850228cb0JmltdHM9MTc0MzM3OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=05bc1081-6c44-6c37-1345-05196de96d27&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cubG9yYWluY2NjLmVkdSUyZmxlYXJuaW5nLWNlbnRlcnMlMmZ1bml2ZXJzaXR5LXBhcnRuZXJzaGlwLXJpZGdlLWNhbXB1cyUyZiZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPWlHSTltNFlhZFVWd2ViWDZQVFBEZGNaSDZid2NhRllXRFpmVzdNSVdxUE0lM2QmcD1sd190cHQmaWc9NkU0Nzk4N0UwQjY1NDgzMEIwMDU3QkI2NDUyNTQxMzEmeXBpZD1ZTjg3M3g2OTQyODA5OTg3NzAyOTQyNTk&ntb=1


July 18, 2025

TEAL Art Fest Exhibit 10 AM - 4 PM

RSVP via Eventbrite

Experience a vibrant celebration of creativity at the LCCC University

Partnership Ridge Campus �32121 Lorain Road, North Ridgeville, OH

44039) exhibition space, where a diverse array of artistic talent comes

to life. This unique exhibition showcases captivating works from K �12

artists, emerging college students, and seasoned adult practicing artists,

highlighting the incredible range of expression across different age

groups and skill levels.

Attendees will also have the chance to explore a special exhibit that

promises to inspire and engage. Join us in appreciating the artistry that

enriches our community, and don't miss the opportunity to acknowledge

the generous supporters and sponsors who make this event possible.

Open to the public, be sure to check the official page of the LCCC

University Partnership Ridge Campus for updated opening hours and

immerse yourself in this artistic experience!
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/teal-art-fest-exhibit-tickets-1307092903059?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.lorainccc.edu/learning-centers/university-partnership-ridge-campus/
https://www.lorainccc.edu/learning-centers/university-partnership-ridge-campus/


July 19, 2025

TEAL Art Fest & Art Walk 1-6 PM

RSVP via Eventbrite

South Central Park AND Branch Library, North Ridgeville

Get ready for an exciting afternoon in the great outdoors at South

Central Park! This vibrant fest promises a delightful experience for all

ages, featuring various community vendors showcasing the creativity of

local artists and nonprofits. Savor delicious bites from a variety of foods

offered by our vendor(s) while enjoying scheduled live performances by

talented K�12 artists and professional performers who will entertain

throughout the event.

Don't miss the captivating TEAL Art Walk (starting at 2�30 PM�, where

you can enjoy the natural surroundings and delve into quiet, mindful

thoughts. Capture memorable moments at the selfie station with Rocky

the Squirrel, and unleash your creativity with hands-on arts and crafts

activities designed for everyone to enjoy. Join us for a day filled with

fun, creativity, and community spirit!
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FEATURED
STORIES



From our Zealousness Blog

A Stroll for the
Soul: The TEAL Art
Walk Experience
by iN Education Inc.

iN Education, an Ohio-based youth

development nonprofit organization �NPO�,

is organizing a TEAL Art Walk for the TEAL

Art Fest in North Ridgeville on July 19,

2025. The purpose of the TEAL Art Walk is

to raise awareness of the creative benefits

of art as they relate to the mental health of

K�12 students in Northeast Ohio and

beyond. Additionally, we aim to raise funds

to continue offering art-related youth

development services and programs for K�

12 students as well as community partners

and stakeholders of iN Education, Inc. 

Why Call It “TEAL”?
The color teal resonates with our vision and mission as it symbolizes elegance, creativity,

calmness, concentration, uniqueness, and infinity. People who are drawn to or favor teal

are more likely to be open-minded, less judgmental toward others, and artistically inclined.
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https://ineducationonline.org/2025/04/25/a-stroll-for-the-soul-the-teal-art-walk-experience/
https://ineducationonline.org/2025/04/25/a-stroll-for-the-soul-the-teal-art-walk-experience/
https://ineducationonline.org/2025/04/25/a-stroll-for-the-soul-the-teal-art-walk-experience/
https://battleoftheteal.org/teal-art-fest/
https://battleoftheteal.org/teal-art-fest/


The Project Details
The TEAL Art Walk is a vibrant highlight of the annual TEAL Art Fest,

organized by iN Education. Residents of Lorain County, and beyond, will

gather at South Central Park in North Ridgeville on Saturday, July 19,

2025, in the afternoon. As a group, we will take a gentle stroll around the

pond, focus on the present moment, and enjoy the peacefulness of the

areaʼs natural surroundings. Reflection stations will be scattered along

the walking path to help us learn about the benefits of mindfulness, self-

awareness, and the arts for mental health. The soft launch of the walk is

scheduled for 2�30 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join us. While

registration is preferred, it is not required. Those who choose to register

at a specific level to support our TEAL Art Walk campaign will receive a

free T-shirt!

The Collective Impact

Education is the foundation of a generationʼs ability to survive and thrive

in the future. Each generation faces new challenges, and our education

system must continually engage, motivate and stimulate our students to

be adequately prepared to meet those challenges. The next generation

of aspiring leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs will lead far more

complicated, diverse people who are well informed yet unprepared. Itʼs

imperative to influence and shape newer generations for a better future.

As Life Coaches, Mentors, and Educators, we aim to guide K�12 students

through their journey toward self-actualization and self-awareness. We

firmly believe that individuals who understand their talents, skills, and

interests are more likely to continue developing them and improving

themselves as they grow. Such individuals are also more inclined to

choose career paths that align with their natural abilities and interests.

Consequently, they are likely to find greater enjoyment in both their

professional and personal lives, which, in turn, positively impacts their

attitudes toward others and their commitment to contributing to local,

national and global communities. 
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Our key goals for engagement:

•

•

•

•

•

Walkers: 100 

Festival attendees: 1,500 

Students showcasing their art skills: 50

Students served for the year: 4,200

Organizations and artists: 75

How You Can Help (The Ask/Rewards)

This project aims to provide a transformative experience for youth,

empowering them to join our Junior Production Team. Participants can

explore entrepreneurship by becoming vendors and showcasing their

creations or performing live at the festival. 

The festival will span three exciting days, July 17�19, and will take place

against the scenic backdrop of North Ridgeville. It will kick off with a

lively opening reception on Thursday, the 17th, featuring a teal carpet

that sets the stage for an inspiring exhibit showcasing the artistic talents

of K�12 students and young adults. The festivities will conclude on

Saturday, the 19th, with the main TEAL Art Fest event. 

The festival is free to the public, and attendees can enjoy engaging

outdoor activities in the local park, art and food vendors, live

performances, and, of course, the TEAL Art Walk around the pond at

South Central Park.

Your support of this campaign will directly help us in organizing the

TEAL Art Walk and everything that comes with it! Fulfillment of this

campaign will also directly impact the success of iN Educationʼs youth-

development programs and services in the future and allow us to

implement sustainability strategies to continue our nearly two decades

of service.
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https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/teal-art-walk-art-is-my-favorite-sport


For more details and the activities schedule, visit the

official event page TEAL Art Fest Official Page

To RSVP your presence at one or more of the festival

activities, go to iN Educationʼs Eventbrite page and select

the event you are interested in visiting iN Education Inc.

Events – 3 Upcoming Activities and Tickets | Eventbrite.
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https://battleoftheteal.org/teal-art-fest/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/in-education-inc-32248160951
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From our Zealousness Blog

Clean Water
Launch
by Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

CeCe, loving a challenge

Meet three young people who have begun building their careers at the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District. Theyʼre developing important

skills, enhancing their knowledge, and making valuable connections—

all while working to safeguard the environment. Get to know them, in

their own words.

CeCe Edwards joined the Sewer Districtʼs Southerly Wastewater

Treatment Plant as a Process Specialist in 2023 after graduating from

Hiram College with degrees in biology and business. Process Specialists

operate and monitor equipment, collect samples, document data, and

more.

I love science, every area—neuroscience, biochemistry, biology. Iʼm

obsessed with it, ever since I was a little kid. When I became a Process

Specialist, I basically shadowed a bunch of people and did a lot of

behind-the-scenes work, and I loved it but I am a very hands-on person

and like to be out and about. 
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https://ineducationonline.org/2025/05/27/clean-water-launch/
https://ineducationonline.org/2025/05/27/clean-water-launch/


In August 2024, I became a Wastewater Process Operator-In Training, which is enabling

me to learn more about the treatment process. We use physical science, biology, and

chemistry, all of which Iʼm a huge nerd for; I just love them. Itʼs great to be able to apply

what I learned in college on things are unfamiliar; I know the science, but I donʼt yet know

the treatment process. This is helping me learn.

And I wanted to be challenged. When Iʼm in a position where Iʼm comfortable, Iʼm not

growing and it gets boring. Thatʼs why this position is great for me.

And once I become a full-craft Operator, I plan to stay in that position long enough to make

sure I really understand it and then move up. I feel like I have the personality that would be

really good for management and for teaching.

Caption: CeCe Edwards at work. Courtesy of NEORSD.
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Eddie, building community
Eddie Burgos graduated from Oberlin College in 2023 with degrees in environmental and

political science. Since 2024, when he joined the Clean Water Fellowship rotational

program, heʼs prioritized learning the work of the Sewer District—Clean Water Fellows

work in multiple departments—and making lots of connections, especially by becoming

involved in Employee Resource Groups �ERGs�.

A lot of my friends left town after graduation, and Iʼve really wanted to find new groups of

like-minded people to share my interests with.

I found out about the Sustainability ERG and wanted to make myself a sponge for anything

I could learn within that group—and I knew I wanted to be involved with other ERGs as

well.

Caption: Eddie Burgos-2nd from L at BBH pride. Courtesy of NEORSD.
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John, thriving

I am Puerto Rican, so I wanted to get involved with the Latin/Hispanic ERG because I donʼt

have a lot of connection to my Hispanic heritage.

And being a gay man, I wanted to get involved in the LGBTQ� ERG to learn more about

queer history and allyship in Cleveland—and to meet people who could become mentors.

There is nuance to being queer in a professional environment, and I wanted to know how

others have been doing it, what their experiences have been, and what wisdom they can

share.

There is support from leadership in this organization to build community, and thatʼs why I

think this is a place where I can build my career. Iʼm doing something I am profoundly

proud of because Iʼm serving the greater good. And I think the sense of community that

helps us do our jobs well wouldnʼt be as strong without the ERGs.

John Davis graduated from high school in 2020 and came to the Sewer District in 2024

through our job training and professional development program, the Good Neighbor

Ambassador program. He graduated from the program early to take his current position as

a Custodian at our Westerly Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Before GNA, I was just trying out a bunch of fields to see if I could find my identity. I heard

about the GNA program off of a flyer I saw at Daveʼs Supermarket, and I went to the hiring

event. I was tired of having jobs; I was looking for a career and to go somewhere I could

grow with a company.

These last few months have been my happiest. Iʼm in a career mindset now and more

intentional, and I plan things out. I realize that my day is what I make of it. I can wake up

and feel negative, or I can wake up and feel positive. But Iʼm not here to play. Iʼm more

serious, more demanding of people around me and my loved ones.

My circle has gotten smaller because if people canʼt be where I need them to be, I need to

go on without them. With my family, Iʼm trying to show they can move forward, too, if

theyʼre willing to change.

I want everybody to live life to the fullest and be happy. I think thatʼs what sets me apart—

that I want to grow and to make the world, and everything around me, better.
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Caption: John Davis at work. Courtesy of NEORSD.
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From our Zealousness Blog

The Story of Lang
Lang, Virtuoso
Pianist
by Carter Richert
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Total mastery of and excellence in something—a rare feat, right? Lang

Lang is an individual who has achieved that feat in his area of expertise,

the piano. When Lang Lang plays, time stops—he draws everyone in

with his incredibly dynamic and expressive playing style. Lang Lang was

born in Shenyang, China, on June 14, 1982. Both his father and mother

were musicians but did not bring in much money for the family of three.

Lang Lang began taking piano lessons when he was only three years old

and performed at his first public recital at just five years old! In 1991, he

entered the Central Music Conservatory in Beijing. He quickly began to

attract wide attention as a piano prodigy. At age thirteen, he won first

place at the Tchaikovsky International Competition for Young Musicians

in Japan and also performed the complete Frédéric Chopin Études at the

Beijing Concert Hall. In 1997, Lang Lang moved to the United States and

enrolled at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia with a scholarship

and mentorship under Gary Graffman. His American debut with the

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra in 1998 was just the beginning. 

Lang Langʼs breakthrough came in 1999 at the Ravinia Festival, stepping

in at the last second for André Watts; he gave an acclaimed

performance of Tchaikovskyʼs Piano Concerto No. 1 in B-flat Minor. This

gave Lang Lang his first taste of true international stardom; it catapulted

him to fame and led to his achieving subsequent career milestones.

Then, in 2001, it was time for an 18-year-old Lang Lang to make his

debut at one of the worldʼs most famous venues, the iconic Carnegie

Hall in New York City, where he was accompanied by the Baltimore

Symphony Orchestra. After a breathtaking performance, as always, he

returned to China on a tour with the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Subsequently, he won the Leonard Bernstein Award in 2002, an

internationally renowned prize for young musicians. Another successful

early performance was with the Berlin Philharmonic in 2004. Lang Lang

quickly established a global presence, building his reputation as the

worldʼs best and most entertaining pianist, a vivacious player

43



Wikipedia: Lang Lang after a performance at the 2010 World Economic Forum annual meeting in Davos

He gave countless performances with leading American

orchestras and conductors and did tours across Europe,

North America, and Asia. As for his commercial success,

he had multitudes of successful recordings rise up

Billboardʼs classical music chart, landing two number-one

albums. His debut album was recorded live at

Tanglewood Music Center in 2001. Subsequent hit

recordings included Lang Lang: Live at the

Proms and Lang Lang: Live at Carnegie Hall. Additionally,

his memoir Journey of a Thousand Miles was published in

2008. Arguably his most notable performance was at the

2008 Beijing Summer Olympics opening ceremony, where

he played a spectacular eight-minute-long concerto by

Chinese composer Xiaogang Ye. Other grand

performances included the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize

ceremony and Elizabeth IIʼs Diamond Jubilee concert in

2012, which celebrated the 60th anniversary of the

accession of Queen Elizabeth II. 

44



1.

2.

“Lang Lang | Biography, Piano, Injury, & Facts.” Encyclopedia

Britannica, www.britannica.com/biography/Lang-Lang. 

 “Lang Lang.” Wikipedia, 30 Nov. 2020, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lang_Lang.

Lang Lang also worked with a variety of different artists, including Metallica and Pharrell

Williams at the Grammy Awards, showcasing his versatility as a pianist and adaptability to

different genres outside of classical. Despite his already thriving career of nearly twenty

years, he has in recent years had to go through monumental events in his journey.

Unfortunately, he suffered an arm injury in 2017 and took a year-long break from music.

But Lang Lang has always had a determined mindset; he was never one to be phased by a

setback, no matter how big. He returned to the stage in 2018 and continued recording.

Two of his most recent albums, The Piano Book �2019) and The Disney Book �2022�, were

largely successful, both of them scoring the number-one spot on the Billboard classical

music chart.

Lang Lang will undoubtedly be remembered as a legend of the piano, a one-of-a-kind

virtuoso. It is quite unlikely that we will again see a pianist of his excellence for a very long

time. From his humble upbringing in Shenyang to becoming a global piano sensation, Lang

Lang is a testament to the power of dedication, passion, and sheer talent. His music has

not only captivated audiences worldwide but has also bridged cultures and generations,

proving that music is a truly universal language. Lang Langʼs impact on the classical music

world is profound. He has not only brought classical music to new audiences but has also

infused it with a fresh, new vibrant energy that resonates with both young and old. His

passionate performances and charismatic presence have redefined what it means to be a

classical musician in the modern era, breaking down barriers and redefining the genre.

Lang Langʼs influence continues to grow as he mentors young musicians, collaborates

across genres, and pushes the boundaries of his craft. 

With his relentless passion and innovative spirit, Lang Lang is poised to shape the future of

classical music, ensuring that it remains a dynamic and vital art form for generations to

come. As Lang Lang continues to inspire with his performances, recordings, and

collaborations, his legacy as one of the greatest pianists of our time is firmly cemented.

His story reminds us that with passion, dedication, and love for oneʼs craft, greatness is

not just achievable—itʼs inevitable.
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